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CONF IDENTIAL

|
Availsble trend messuremsnts from Western Europe on ¢ quastion bearing upon U.S. !
versus Soviet military stremgth in the atonic ares suggest thet the Sputnik leunchings
.od 3 major {mpact in lowerimg U.S. military prestige vis-s-vis Soviet Russis,

"Do you think that the Western powers cre stronger in atomic

we-pons then the U.S.5.R., wecker, or cbout eucl?”

Great Nest
Britain

Gexoany Exance
June Nov, Ju.e  Mov. June Mov. Sov

No. of cases T%T;J"l’ '(:cg%‘(é% %T‘(;o% ;Oﬂ

West stronger 3% 26 K AKX 20% 14 20%
West wesgker -} 21 [ 10 6 20 2
About equal 27 3 28 39

About g 1 36 40 3
- TR BR TR R R iF
14

mi "West stronger” 34 L) 33 21 - -6

Irvedicte post-Sputnik judgrmants on Americe’s stsnding vie-s-vis the U.S.5.R. in

: were even lower on the sversge in the West Europecn nstions
sonpled, with an especially adverss pattern in Grest Britain.

“All things considered, do you think the U.S. or Russia is
chead in totol military strength st the present time? Con-
siderasbly ahead or only » little?”

Grect Bast

5 . sov. a' t. .M¢ &' te '”Vo ?C'to
1 ~ L}
No. of cases T%T&ﬁ t13) Tard) Too2) Tes) Teor) Teas)
U.S. considerasbly shead

of Russis
U.S, » little shead
Russia a little ashesd of

u.s.
Ruseis muq.nbly shesd

Both equal (Vol.)
o opinion

Met U.S. shesd
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COF IDETIAL

The recovery over 1951 of sone of the sclentific prestice the U.S. lost to the
U.5.S.R. with the Sputnike™ wcs not tcconponied by ctny genercl inprovewnt in judg-
nents cs to which side 1s ~dliterily strongers Only in Grect Britoin, it will be
noted in the trend compcrisons chove, wis there ¢ gcin which however, fell sppreci~
ably short of tcking British opinion out of the minus column, Moreover, irprovenent
in Grect Britain was offset by on ecuel decline in West Gernehye

» »

*

*Addin, c© few sccttered worldwide roturns to tie West Europecn picture cn Ul
versus Soviet Alitary ight yield & plcture of ¢ viztusl stendoff, oh the overosge,.
with the U.S. ot best only slightly in the vcn. When it is cpprecicted thot the
countries surveyed in the present connection cre olmost without exception our cllies,
{t ust be presuned thet o wre representztive picture would be even less fevorcble.

"All things considered, do you think the U.S. or Russic
ie chezd in totzl =dlitery strength ot the present tine?
Considercbly chexd or only o 1ittle?”

) Countey Lyes of Survey

Viet-Nan (College Students) Morch, 19%9 12

+ Greece (Genezcl Pupulation) Novernber, 1990 20

Bt Jtoly (General Population) October, 1$3° 1%
Ckinows ‘Genercl Populgtion) Dececber, 1930 14

. Uruguay (Genercl Population) June, 1938 4
West Gerncny (Genez.} Populotion) October, 1930 1

Jopen (Genersl Population) Decenber,193C -1

Turkey (College Students) June, 1933 -2

France (Genercl Populction) Dece: ber, 1930 -10

Grect Britain (General Populotion) Decerber, 1550 -13

AVERAGE NET FAVORABLE

]

. T gee Spacicl Menor.ndu , d:ted Dece ber, 1656, "Brief Surcry of Sere Survey Indications
Pearing Upon U.S. Vs. coviet Ceientific Prestige,” Confidenticl.
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The results of o recently co'pleted survey in Itcly -- the freshest datc cvoil-
able in the present connection -~ rsise the possibility of s fcvoreble opinioa devel-
oprant which 1f rore widely verified would be of no little significcnce. Despite
the sherp drop in U.S. scientific prestige in Itzly over the past year {doouented in
the preceding nerwrandun), it tppecrs fron the trend conpazisons below that there
has been no corresponding decline in fovoroble judgoents cbout U.5. nilitery strength,

*All things considered, do you think the U.S. or Rusais
is sheod in totsl rilitaxy strength ot the present time?
Considerably shesd or only s little?

1
No, of ccses TOO% ﬁ’

U.S. considerably shead of Ruasia 1% 1%
U.S. ¢ 1ittle sheod 17 2%

Russio o little zhead of U.S. 13 14 1
Russis considerably chead 9 7

No opinion _{% I& i%

Met U,S. chesd 12 1%

9
Both equal (Vel.) 2 22 24
1%

Thot militery evsluztions of the U.S. have rensined stable deepite sharply
declining U.S. preetige in the scisntific ares oould meen that Soviet spese sucossses
ore not, at least to the esce degres o farmerly, being autooetieally transleted inte
oilitary power. mmmmxmmmmwum-mm
by their stress upon pesoeful rather than mhlitary inplications of their resent
scientific developnents.
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